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Speeches, streakers, and fire
Rose-Hulman celebrates Homecoming 2010 with a bang
Tim Ekl • editor-in-chief
Rose-Hulman enjoyed another successful Homecoming celebration last 
weekend, drawing over 2,000 alumni and guests to campus for two days of 
entertainment. Besides the traditional pep rally and bonfire, Rose-Hulman 
football triumphed over Manchester College in a tense game that ended 10-7; 
companies, campus organizations, and alumni tented outside the SRC in the 
Innovation Fair; and academic departments hosted open houses to welcome 
back their graduates. The bonfire itself was a source of tension this year — 
after warnings from the EPA and local air pollution control, the burning was 
allowed to proceed with a 23-foot structure lit by multiple explosions, though 
students were forbidden to touch the fire.
Clockwise from top right: newly elected Homecoming Queen Molly Gillam, 
senior applied biology major, poses with escort Matt Hardebeck, senior envi-
ronmental plant studies major at the Purdue School of Agriculture; President 
Matt Branam delivers a speech at the pep rally, backed by spirit banners 
constructed by residence halls and Greek organizations; the Rose-Hulman 
cheerleading team performs for the student body; and the pep band plays 
through a lull in the festivities.
all photos by Tim Ekl • editor-in-chief
The Monkey reviews Lonely 
Avenue, a musical collabo-
ration between Ben Folds 
and Nick 
H o r n s -
by
Opera isn’t just for the high-
brow crowd any more
Are campus concerts worth 
the effort and cost that goes 
into them?
point
counterpoint
Review the various Home-
coming-weekend sports and 
results (with 
Rosie the 
elephant)
While we can’t exactly print 
a picture of the Homecoming 
streaker, we sure k n o w 
how we feel 
about him
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is a weekly publication pro-
duced by the members of  the community of  
Rose-Hulman Institute of  Technology pub-
lished on Fridays first through ninth week 
each quarter. All students, faculty, and staff  
are welcome to attend weekly meetings, held 
at 5:15pm on Wednesdays in Olin Hall.  We 
also welcome and encourage all community 
members to submit articles, photographs, car-
toons, and letters to the editor for publication.
We request that all letters to the editor be less 
than 600 words in length, and the deadline for 
content submission is 5:00 p.m. two days prior to 
publication. The editors reserve the right to edit 
submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and fac-
tual errors, while preserving the original intent of  
the submission. The editors reserve the right to 
accept content changes submitted after deadline. 
All submissions must contain the writer’s signa-
ture (electronic form is acceptable) and contact 
information. The editors reserve the right to re-
ject submissions deemed inappropriate for print.
All content should be submitted to thorn@
rose-hulman.edu or to the office of  The Rose 
Thorn in Hulman Memorial Union room 249. 
Material submitted for use in the print edi-
tion may also be included in the online edi-
tion located at http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu.
The views expressed in The Rose Thorn are those 
of  their respective authors and, with the exception 
of  the weekly Staff  View published in the Opin-
ions section, do not necessarily represent the views 
of  the staff  or the Rose-Hulman community.
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Irregular Sudoku
Solve just like a normal Sudoku except the 9 by 9 block is not a square. 
The numbers contained within the bolded lines may not be repeated.
Rose Brewer • staff puzzler
Kakuro
Rose Brewer • staff puzzler
Fill all the blank squares in the grid with only the numbers 1-9 so 
that the numbers you enter add up to the corresponding clues.
News Briefs
By Alex Mullans
Times Square 
bomber gets 
life sentence
Judge Miriam Goldman Cedar-
baum of the Federal District 
Court in Manhattan sentenced 
Faisal Shahzad – the naturalized 
American citizen from Pakistan 
who tried to detonate a car bomb 
in New York City’s Times Square 
– to life in prison. Shahzad had 
previously pleaded guilty to all 
10 charges against him but used 
his sentencing hearing to claim 
(for the first time) that the F.B.I. 
denied his right to a lawyer for 
two weeks and threatened his 
wife and children. When the 
judge asked, “Didn’t you swear 
allegiance to this country when 
you became an American citi-
zen?” he responded saying “I did 
swear, but I did not mean it.”
Nobel Prize 
awarded to 
graphene
researchers
Tuesday saw Andre Geim 
and Konstantin Novoselov, 
two Russian-born physicists, 
awarded the Nobel Prize in 
physics for an exceptional 
method for isolating graphene. 
The substance – a form of car-
bon that is only 1 atom thick 
but has 100 times the strength 
of steel – is expected to have 
huge impacts on the automo-
bile, airframe, and electron-
ics industries because of its 
amazing strength and trans-
parency. Scotch tape was the 
tool of choice in the research-
ers’ graphene experiments: 
peeling strips of the stuff from 
blocks of graphite proved to 
be a simple but effective way 
to produce graphene. The re-
searchers will have their award 
presented at the annual Nobel 
ceremony on December 10th.
Play as the 
‘Taliban’ ‘Op-
posing Force’
The release of Electronic 
Arts’ new first-person shoot-
er ‘Medal of Honor’ created a 
sandstorm of controversy ear-
lier this week when it became 
public knowedge that players 
could play as the ‘Taliban.’ The 
game, which simulates mod-
ern-day fighting in Afghani-
stan, drew criticism from U.S. 
military leaders, the British 
Secretary of State for Defence, 
and others for the feature. The 
option to play as the enemy is 
still present, but they’ve been 
renamed from ‘Taliban’ to 
‘Opposing Force’. Despite the 
change, the U.S. military has 
refused to lift a ban preventing 
GameStop stores located on 
military installations from sell-
ing the game. An EA spokes-
man said that the controversy 
surprised the game publisher.
Tim Ekl • editor-in-chief
Rose-Hulman annual crime statis-
tics rose slightly in a number of cat-
egories last academic year, according 
to a report recently published by the 
Office of Public Safety.
For the first time in at least three 
years, Public Safety recorded instanc-
es of disciplinary referrals and arrests 
for violations of the liquor and drug 
laws, as well as a nearly unprecedent-
ed hate crime recorded on campus.
Despite the rise, Public Safety isn’t 
worried about significant problems in 
students’ safety or wellbeing while at 
Rose-Hulman.
“Honestly, those are pretty low 
numbers we had this year, but we’re 
not immune to the real world,” John 
Wolfe, Director of Public Safety, said. 
“Things are going to happen.”
Wolfe dismissed the hate crime in-
cident as a simple altercation, and 
said new regulations regarding crime 
classification brought additional dis-
putes into the statistics.
“They’ve changed the rules on [hate 
crimes], where this year they’ve add-
ed simple assault,” Wolfe said. “It can 
be as simple as somebody getting a 
headlock or in a wrestling match, that 
sort of thing.”
Wolfe also downplayed the signifi-
cance of the drug and alcohol arrests, 
saying at least one incident occurred 
at a fraternity party and that most 
were dealt with through the disci-
plinary referral process rather than 
through Terre Haute police.
Wolfe also attributed the uptick 
in crime statistics to a “hardline ap-
proach” Student Affairs has been 
adopting with regards to drug and 
alcohol violations – a policy he en-
dorses.
“The policy that Student Affairs has 
is excellent; it’s something unique 
here to Rose, I do believe,” Wolfe 
said. “I think it’s an excellent policy. 
I see no reason to change it. Doesn’t 
mean the stats can’t go up.”
Tom Miller, Associate Vice-Presi-
dent and Dean of Student Affairs, also 
dismissed this year’s spate of discipli-
nary actions as nothing out of the or-
dinary.
“I’ve been at Rose a number of years, 
and I don’t know if I could really say 
that there has been an upswing or an 
increase in alcohol or drug abuse at 
Rose,” Miller said. “I will say that it 
seems like every year we have a few 
cases.”
Miller was quick to note that over-
all, Rose-Hulman has fewer problems 
with drugs and alcohol than many 
other college campuses.
“Rose-Hulman, our campus and 
our students, are behind the curve on 
that, and that’s a good thing. We do 
have a few issues each year. We’re not 
protected from that,” Miller said. “It’s 
not part of college campuses, it’s part 
of our society. It’s everywhere and I 
always encourage students to make 
responsible decisions. I’m pleased 
to say the majority of our students 
year-in and year-out make good deci-
sions.”
Clockwise from top left: students forgo weekend 
Wednesdays to meet with recruiters from Amer-
ica’s top technical companies  (Halliburton, Cat-
erpillar, Microsoft, and GE, among others); a re-
cruiter from steel producer ArcelorMittal talks with 
a  Rose student / prospective employee; National 
Instruments recruiters exchange firm handshakes 
with a job seeker.
Rose-Hulman News
On-campus crime statistics 
experience slight rise
Career Fair brings 150+ com-
panies looking for Rose talent
Emergency callboxes like this one are posi-
tioned around campus but are rarely used.
Alex Mullans • The Rose Thorn
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Eli Baca • staff writer
In 2004, John Ajvide 
Lindqvist of Sweden wrote a 
bestselling book titled “Let 
the Right One In.” In 2008, 
it was given big screen credit 
by director Tomas Alfredson 
and received sensational re-
views. Now, in 2010, Matt 
Reeves brought the original 
book to Hollywood his film 
is receiving generall good re-
views, though it opened to a 
measly $5.3 million. 
The story is a romantic 
horror—a love story bathed 
in blood. A 12 year old boy 
falls in love with a more than 
200 year old vampire who 
looks 12 years old, and as 
with all vampire movies, peo-
ple die. The Swedish version 
has Oskar and Eli while the 
American version has Owen 
and Abby. Oskar/Owen is 
bullied throughout the movie 
and only stands up for him-
self when Eli/Abby suggests 
doing so. If only every bullied 
kid had a crazed vampire as 
their BFF. But Eli/Abby isn’t 
alone when she first appears 
in the movie—she shows 
up with some sort of father 
character whose job it is to 
keep Eli/Abby not hungry, 
only, this guy? He isn’t her 
father.
Alfredson and com-
pany do a wonderful 
job with their mov-
ie. There’s suspense. 
There’s blood (EVE-
RYWHERE!). There’s 
fire. There are even 
vampy cats. The movie 
makes the audience 
do some guessing and 
rarely outright says 
any of the plot points. 
It  just starts from the 
beginning of the sto-
ry. Reeve’s Let Me In 
starts in the middle 
with an ambulance go-
ing through the moun-
tains of New Mexico, 
and then goes back two 
weeks in time to tell the 
audience how they got 
to that point. It gives 
some action instead of 
starting at an odd point. For 
the first ten minutes of Let 
the Right One In, Oskar is 
shown going through his rou-
tine—it’s creepy and sad and 
somewhat confusing. Let Me 
In does a much better job of 
grabbing the audience’s at-
tention and keeping it.
One of the few problems 
with having seen both is that 
Reeve’s doesn’t keep secrets. 
Whether it’s how he tells the 
story or not, he doesn’t like 
to keep the audience guess-
ing and many questions get 
answered rather quickly. Al-
fredson does a much better 
job of never revealing too 
much, except for the — ahem 
— graphic scene. 
The differences in the 
films are what make them 
both good and unique. In the 
American version, there’s a 
cop that does all of the inves-
tigating, whereas the Swedish 
version had other characters 
putting the pieces together. 
Another huge difference is 
the second time 
the Protector guy 
goes out for Eli/
Abby’s food—each 
film does a com-
pletely different 
scene, and, person-
ally, Reeve’s take 
was awesome. The 
c i n e m a t o g r a p h y 
for each film are 
part of what make 
them so great, but 
when the camera is 
inside the car as it’s 
rolling down hill 
and the viewer sees 
what all is hap-
pening—just wow. 
This leads into the 
third major con-
trast—that Reeve’s 
seemed to have a 
bigger budget or 
just more money for 
graphics and really close-
up shots of scary moments. 
Much of Eli’s vampire-ness 
is downplayed, but for Abby’s 
vampire scenes, she’s really 
killing these people like an 
animal.
“Let the Right One In” is a 
very creepy and horrific tale, 
not for the light hearted or 
those just looking for another 
vampire story—these mov-
ies are downright rough. But 
both films are able to stand 
by themselves. They are two 
very good adaptations, not an 
original and a re-make. Both 
films were trying to tell the 
same story in their own way, 
and they succeeded. 
Overall, they’re both good, 
but Swedish version is still 
slightly better.
Review rating: 4 elephants
“Let Me In” comes close, can’t quite topple Swedish original
Brittany Young • monkey writer
“Lonely Avenue” is a cock-
tail of humor and ethos hid-
den within deceptively cheer-
ful melodies, which should 
come as no surprise to those 
familiar with singer Ben Folds 
(“Rockin’ the Suburbs”) and 
author Nick Hornby (“High 
Fidelity”).  The collaboration 
is a match made in audiophile 
heaven.  Hornby’s lyrics, ob-
sessed with love and music, 
and Folds’ sophisticated yet 
simple songs come together 
to remind us of the pains and 
joys that music can bring to 
the soul.
Hornby’s soulful writing 
is evident in the stories that 
make up “Lonely Avenue”—
tales of forlorn lovers, cheat-
ers, haters, internet bloggers, 
childhood memories, and 
teenage pregnancy.  Given life 
with Folds’ voice, each song 
is both haunting and joyful, 
leaving you chuckling one 
moment and blinking back 
tears the next.  
“Password,” the story of 
a deceived lover, speaks di-
rectly to the heart—as Folds’ 
comes to terms with the re-
lationship’s end, the bitter-
ness in his voice leaves goose 
bumps with the line “my 
name is S-u-c-k-e-r and I was 
born yesterday.”  “A Work-
ing Day” takes the opposite 
tone—a lyrical middle finger 
to those internet bloggers 
who question Hornby’s abili-
ties as a writer.
The culmination of the 
album is something akin 
to reminiscing with an old 
friend, recalling memories of 
love and hate, pleasure and 
pain, wonder, discovery, and 
failure—experiences that we 
hold dear to our hearts and 
can leave us feeling vulner-
able and tender many years 
later.  It serves as a reminder 
that life can be both joyful 
and profoundly sad, and that 
we are never alone in those 
experiences.  “Lonely Av-
enue” is a reminder of what 
music is about—providing a 
soundtrack to human experi-
ences.
Recommended Tracks: 
“Password,” “A Working 
Day,” “Claire’s Ninth”
Review rating: 5 elephants
http://beatcrave.com
799$ largepizza
1234 Wabash Avenue
(812) 232-7272
Store Hours
Monday - Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.
http://wikimedia.org
The poster for the Swedish version: 
“Let the Right One In”
http://wikimedia.org
The poster for the newer American 
version: “Let Me In”
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Melissa Schwenk • living editor
Most students don’t think 
of the opera when looking 
for something to do on a Fri-
day night, especially during 
Homecoming Weekend.  Un-
fortunately I couldn’t make 
the festivities this year so I 
decided to go in the opposite 
direction and see Verdi’s “La 
Traviata” instead of watching 
a large three story bonfire.  
Opera is a forgotten art 
throughout most of America. 
Sure, there are opera students 
throughout the country but 
there are only about a dozen 
opera houses in Indiana, the 
closest to Terre Haute being 
in Bloomington.  The last time 
I can think of opera being ref-
erenced frequently in Pop Cul-
ture was on one of my favorite 
shows, “Frasier.”  Even then 
the opera was portrayed as a 
snooty activity, meant only 
for the best of society.  And 
that seems to be what it has 
become.  Who wants to listen 
to constant singing in Italian 
or some other language, with 
English subtitles, for two or 
more hours?  
I am not an over-cultured 
person by any means; I’m just 
a farm girl from rural Indiana 
with an appreciation for the 
arts.  While I did want to see 
an opera while I was abroad, 
I wouldn’t have gone on a 
Friday night had there been 
anything else going on.  Plus, 
I live right across from the op-
era house.  This was the per-
fect opportunity to live out my 
“Frasier” fantasies.  
In Germany, the Opera isn’t 
just for the upper crust of 
society; I initially felt under-
dressed compared to the suits 
and evening dresses until I 
saw other patrons sporting 
jeans as well.  While tickets 
can be expensive, most theat-
ers offer last minute tickets 
for reduced prices so I headed 
over about fifteen minutes 
before the show began.  Since 
I’m a student, I got an ex-
tra discount so I paid about 
eight Euros for my seat.  This 
wasn’t a nosebleed ticket ei-
ther; I was ten rows back, in 
the very center.  
The opera itself was amaz-
ing, a doomed love story set in 
Paris and performed in Italian. 
I knew the basic storyline be-
forehand and I speak Italian, 
which made following along 
even easier.  I would suggest 
looking an opera up on Wiki-
pedia before seeing it so you 
can watch the action instead 
of the subtitle screens.  Even 
though you can’t always un-
derstand what they are saying 
even when you know the lan-
guage, the voices are so beauti-
ful that it doesn’t matter.  
I’m usually not a fan of so-
pranos, since they sometimes 
overpower a choir or chorus in 
a musical, but a soprano can 
make or break an opera.  They 
have to hit those high notes 
while maintaining appropri-
ate facial expressions.  The 
star of the opera I saw was im-
pressive in both those aspects. 
The accompanying orchestra 
was also amazing; I wanted to 
buy a copy of their work after-
wards and would have if they 
had been available.  
All in all, I enjoyed my first 
opera thoroughly and plan to 
attend many more during my 
year abroad.  If you have the 
chance to see a professional 
performance, I highly rec-
ommend going.  If you don’t 
enjoy it, you don’t have to 
go again. However, you just 
might find a new favorite pas-
time.
My first opera: La Traviata
A still image from the opera “La Traviata,” an opera set in 
Paris, France, and is a doomed love story.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:LaTraviata.jpg
Are you planning on staving off  death for at 
least a few more years (well, maybe until Fi-
nals Week, or 10th for you CS’s)?  If  so, write 
for us at:  thorn-living@rose-hulman.edu!
Melissa Schwenk • living editor
Having spent two full years 
in Terre Haute, I’ve had plen-
ty of meals to explore the fine 
Hautian dining options.  Un-
fortunately, I haven’t taken 
advantage of that as much 
as I should, which seems to 
be the case with most Rose 
students.  Terre Haute has 
more to offer than streets full 
of bars and this series will 
hopefully open up new eatery 
options besides Buffalo Wild 
Wings and Steak ‘n Shake.  
Are you looking for a new 
place to have Saturday lunch 
with your friends?  Are you 
having trouble finding a low-
key café atmosphere with 
outdoor seating in Terre 
Haute?  Are you craving pie? 
Why not check out the Grand 
Traverse Pie Company?  
Located at the corner of 
Third and Cherry, Grand 
Traverse Pie Company has 
been located in Terre Haute 
since August 2007.  It offers 
a wide selection of sand-
wiches, salads, and as the 
name suggests, pies.  There 
is also a breakfast menu for 
the few students who find 
themselves on the other side 
of town that early in the 
morning.  
The Pie Company has 
plenty of seating for teams, 
as well as a smaller area for 
more intimate gatherings. 
When there’s warm weath-
er, sit outside and enjoy the 
Terre Haute air.  The restau-
rant calls your name when 
your food is done, so don’t 
wander too far away.  
Having gone with two veg-
etarians who left quite full, I 
can attest to the many veg-
etarian options.  While the 
salad portions and sand-
wiches looked small, I did 
not leave feeling hungry. 
This is probably due in part 
to the fact that with my meal 
I got a slice of cake, free of 
charge.  How did I man-
age this?  Simply show your 
Rose-Hulman student ID 
when you are ordering and 
you can choose any pie they 
have that day, for free.  The 
slices are generously cut 
and served before the meal, 
guaranteeing you’ll finish 
the whole piece.  
If you are still skeptical 
about their pie being worth 
the drive and the meal you 
buy, head down to the Pie 
Company and give it a try out. 
Enjoy your Haute Food!  
If you want to review a 
restaurant for Haute Food, 
send me an e-mail at thorn-
living@rose-hulman.edu.
Haute Foods:  
Grand Traverse 
Pie Company
”
It offers a 
wide selection 
of sandwiches, 
salads, and as 
the name sug-
gests, pies.
Eyes on 
IFC
Advertisement
Meet your Greeks
Here’s what your Greek 
community has been up to:
Rush is closed from 
throughout the duration of 
Fall Break (Thursday, Oc-
tober 14 – Sunday, October 
17).
Some up and coming Rush 
Events:
Alpha Tau Omega is host-
ing Car Bash Sunday, Oc-
tober 10 and then Bowling 
with Chi Omega on Tues-
day, October 12.
Sigma Nu is having Pan-
cakes at the House on Sat-
urday, October 9, and then 
a Cookout and Concert at 
the House later that day. 
Delta Sigma Phi is hosting 
Stud Night Saturday, Octo-
ber 9.
Phi Gamma Delta is going 
bowling at Vigo Bowl on 
Friday, October 8, Laser 
Tag Tuesday, October 12, 
and Four Seasons Driving 
Range Monday, October, 
18.
Triangle is hosting Casino 
Night on Friday, October 
8 and then Fight Night on 
Wednesday, October 20.
Lambda Chi Alpha is go-
ing Paintballing Saturday, 
October 9, hosting a Vol-
leyball Game Tuesday, Oc-
tober 12, and is going to 
Crackers Comedy Club on 
Saturday, October 23.
Theta Xi is hosting their 
Night of a Hundred Tacos 
on Friday, October 8 and 
then Bad Movie Film Festi-
val on Tuesday, October 19.
Name:  Guy Chriqui
Fraternity:  Delta Sigma Phi
Year: Senior
Major: Mechanical engi-
neering major
Hometown: Los Angeles, 
California
Future: Astronaut
Accomplishments while 
at Rose: I work really hard 
and kind of do well in school. 
I’ve been a part of many clubs 
and hold leadership positions 
in most of those too. Mainly, 
I’m proudest of the fact that 
I’ve been working on a ro-
botic helicopter here and ap-
plying it to my work at NASA. 
It’s cool when you can take 
what you use in your projects 
and apply them to real life.
When asked “What was 
the biggest benefit you re-
ceived from going Greek 
here at Rose-Hulman?”:  I 
gained a group of friends that 
I could count on for anything. 
It didn’t help that they are 
also super fun to be around 
and do stuff with. Definitely 
wouldn’t have stayed at Rose 
without going Greek though, would have gone insane.
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In the recent weeks, multiple 
young men have taken their lives 
after suffering torment and harass-
ment to terrible degrees for being 
(or seeming) homosexual. These 
suicides bring to light the bullying 
that goes on and how it’s allowed to 
occur in many situations.
There have been multiple arti-
cles in this newspaper regarding 
the morality of homosexuality. 
However, regardless of the moral-
ity argument, there are kids who 
are subject to harassment and 
bullying, especially in the middle 
and high school years. These kids 
are the object of hate and abuse 
from their peers because they 
possess characteristics of homo-
sexual stereotypes (whether they 
are or not).
If you don’t have an issue with 
homosexuality, it seems simple: 
say something. Stand up against 
harassment. However, for those 
who have an issue with homo-
sexuality, it’s not easy to defend 
against something you find im-
moral. But, in this situation, it is 
most important to consider the 
morality of whether a person de-
serves the respect that any other 
person gets.
In the real world where adults 
work in a professional atmos-
phere in the workplace, harass-
ment is not tolerated. In fact, 
harassment to this degree could 
result in a restraining order or 
some other legal action. No, kids 
should not have to file restraining 
orders in the 6th grade. Harass-
ment simply should not be toler-
ated. The consequences are ap-
parent from the recent string of 
suicides that could have been pre-
vented by loving the sinner and 
hating the sin.
On-campus concerts: worth the cost?
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
It was awesome last year: 
roughly 1,000 people packed into 
Hulbert Arena 
down in the SRC 
to see EVE-6 play. 
It was just us, just 
Rose students hav-
ing a blast singing 
along, crowd-surf-
ing, and cheering 
as the band played 
a mix of newer 
songs as well as 
classics like ‘Inside 
Out.’ It was a fun 
day, and it could—
and should—turn 
into a tradition.
Rumors have 
already circulated that Student 
Government Association is con-
sidering hosting another all-
campus concert; hopefully those 
rumors are true. One of the few 
downsides to Rose-Hulman is that 
Terre Haute’s size just doesn’t 
bring in big-name acts like Indy 
or Chicago does. So, Rose stu-
dents looking for big-name con-
certs have to trek to a bigger city 
to get their fix.
But, while we can’t ‘fix’ Terre 
Haute, we can bypass the size 
problem altogether by bringing 
the artist to us. It’s not a particu-
larly cheap venture, but what oth-
er event can bring together over 
half the student body in one place 
for a huge party? 
Bringing another 
large concert has 
to be one of the 
farthest-reaching 
effects the SGA 
budget can have on 
the Rose student 
body.
Consider, too, 
the band aspect. 
Half of campus 
came out to see 
EVE-6 – a band 
which, while awe-
some, is not as 
well known, espe-
cially for those of us born after 
1990. Now that we know SGA and 
RHA can pull it off, let’s get some-
one even bigger (3OH!3 comes to 
mind as my personal favorite)! 
With greater recognition, it’s not 
unreasonable to think that even 
more people would come out for 
a free concert.
SGA and other campus organi-
zations started a great tradition 
last year by bringing a big-name 
band to campus. This year they 
have an awesome opportunity to 
go even bigger!
DADT: Why is repeal 
taking so long?
Staff view:
Harassment is
never OK
ConCurring: 8
Dissenting: 0
Abstentions: 0
”
What other 
event can bring 
together over 
half the student 
body in one 
place?
Have OpiniOns?
send yOur articles tO
thorn-opinions
@rose-hulman.edu
point • counterpoint
Tim Ekl • editor-in-chief
It’s a common occurrence on Rose-
Hulman’s campus to hear students 
complaining about the cost of tuition 
or housing. What many students don’t 
necessarily realize is the target of some 
of that money: unnecessary on-campus 
concerts.
Last year the Residence Hall Asso-
ciation (RHA) and Student Govern-
ment Association 
(SGA) brought EVE 
6 on campus to play 
a concert at a cost of 
over $26,000—about 
the cost of a single 
student’s tuition. And 
while the tickets were 
distributed to students 
“free,” think about it: 
$26,000 distributed 
over 2,000 students 
is still about $13 per 
person, whether you 
attended the concert 
or not.
With the economy 
the way it is, students shouldn’t have to 
think about their tuitions being funneled 
away to subsidize their classmates’ con-
cert tickets. Hundreds of students take 
out loans to cover the cost of attending 
Rose-Hulman. Why compound their 
difficulties, especially if those students 
don’t choose to attend the concerts?
The EVE 6 concert wasn’t necessar-
ily a bad thing for campus—far from it. 
There are few other events that unify the 
campus in the same way; most activities 
throughout the year are focused on resi-
dence halls, fraternities, or academic 
departments, and don’t have campus-
wide reach.
But there’s no reason this concert 
can’t be run like every other concert: by 
asking attendees to pay for their own 
tickets. Thursday’s 
LMFAO concert at In-
diana State University 
was a perfect exam-
ple: students bought 
tickets for $12, and 
the concert was well 
attended by any meas-
ure. There’s nothing 
wrong with selling 
concert tickets to the 
student body, espe-
cially if RHA and SGA 
book a band willing to 
cut students discounts 
without tickets being 
subsidized.
At present, SGA is debating another 
EVE 6-style concert for this year, and 
rumors are flying that 3OH!3 is the 
leading favorite. However, if the cost 
even comes close to last year’s event, 
SGA should say no; it’s not worth divert-
ing funds from academics to pay for one 
night of partying.
Carly Baehr • opinions editor
Congress is still debating the repeal of 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” the Clinton-era poli-
cy that prevents gay service men and women 
from serving openly in the military, and the 
question we should be asking right now is: 
What’s taking so long?
The policy was originally conceived in 1993 
as a compromise between allowing gays to 
serve openly and not allowing gays to serve 
at all—i.e., the military would not be allowed 
to ask a military applicant about their sexual 
orientation. DADT was considered a Demo-
cratic win at that time because the previous 
policy was to screen applicants and keep all 
homosexuals out of the military, closeted or 
out. Unfortunately, the policy could not pre-
vent the continued harassment of suspected 
homosexual service members by their com-
rades, and there have been occasions when 
the “Don’t Ask” portion of the policy has 
been violated and closeted gay people were 
discharged from the military despite that 
they never violated “Don’t Tell.” So now, 
with a Democratic majority in Congress and 
a President of the same party who promised 
to work toward repeal, is the perfect time to 
get rid of the policy, which has outlasted its 
intended purpose.
Fortunately for those in danger of being 
discharged under the policy in the near fu-
ture, the Supreme Court ruled last month in 
Log Cabin Republicans v. United States that 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell is unconstitutional, and 
enforcement of the policy will soon be halted. 
But that does nothing for those who were 
“caught” being gay and were discharged in 
the past, regardless of their service records, 
regardless of how many commendations they 
may have received, of how much the country 
may need their services, and of how much 
their comrades may want them to stay. Every 
year the United States loses soldiers, poten-
tial and actual war heroes, and vital Arabic-
speaking translators: since the policy was 
instituted, over 13,000 troops have been dis-
charged from the military.
Quite apart from the loss to the military, 
denying gays the right to serve openly is dis-
crimination, and one hopes that Americans 
have come to realize at some point in our 
history that discrimination is bad. Decades 
ago, when the military was made racially de-
segregated after World War II, some of the 
same arguments were made then as are be-
ing made about allowing openly gay service 
people in the military, such as loss of unit 
cohesion. In order to determine how the 
soldiers would deal with an integrated mili-
tary, a survey was conducted, just like the 
current survey about Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. 
The survey found that a significant portion 
of military personnel were opposed to racial 
integration… And then the military was in-
tegrated anyway. Nowadays there is no real 
issue with multiracial military units.
Fifty years from now, what will our children 
say about the military’s discrimination against 
openly gay soldiers? The injunction to halt en-
forcement is a step forward, but it’s time for 
the full repeal President Obama promised the 
country. The Democratic majority needs to get 
behind its principles for once so that the coun-
try can move beyond this outdated policy and 
get on to other issues.
”
There’s no reason 
this concert can’t be 
run like every other 
concert: by asking 
attendees to pay for 
their own tickets.
Kurtis Zimmerman
staff writer
The Rose-Hulman defense deserves 
a round of applause after holding Man-
chester just inches from the goal line to 
end the nerve-racking fourth quarter of 
Saturday’s Homecoming game.
The Engineers defeated the Man-
chester Spartans with hundreds of 
fans, including current students and 
alumni, in the stands nervously hop-
ing the clock would run out before the 
Spartans could push into the end zone. 
The defense ended the game to mark 
down a Rose-Hulman 10 – 7 win.
Sophomore civil engineering student 
Kyle Kovach rushed for 95 yards and 
one touchdown including a 64-yard 
haul that led to his one-yard touch-
down early in the second half.  Finish-
ing 7-17 for 90 yards, fellow sophomore 
civil engineering student Mitch Snyder 
rushed for 29 yards to help propel Rose 
into the lead after a scoreless first half 
for the Fightin’ Engineers.
Manchester scored their only points 
late in the first half on a 48-yard pass 
from Justin Minnich to Bobby McClin-
tock.  Rose-Hulman came back with 
Kovach’s touchdown to tie the game, 
and a 40-yard field goal by junior Nick 
Schneider late in the third quarter 
brought the team the final points of the 
game and a three-point lead over Man-
chester.  Several key third-down con-
versions brought the men in red down 
the field to clinch a tight victory over 
the visiting Spartans.
The real intensity for the day came as 
Manchester pushed down the field dur-
ing the fourth quarter to place the line 
of scrimmage just feet from the goal 
line.  Fans were on their feet screaming 
along with the cheerleaders to “hold 
that line,” and the boys out on the grid-
iron brought home the much-desired 
Homecoming win to a sea of applause 
and excitement from the students and 
alumni alike.
The Saturday win was preceded by 
a day of alumni and departmental fes-
tivities that morning as well as the tra-
ditional blazing bonfire that followed 
the pep rally the night before.  The 
outhouse fell in as hoped and correctly 
predicted the Rose-Hulman win that 
pushed on despite gloomy skies and 
periods of rain.
Rose-Hulman improved to a record 
of 2 – 2 overall and 1 – 1 in HCAC play 
while Manchester dropped to 2 – 2 
overall and 1 – 1 in conference games. 
The Engineers will travel to take on 
conference leader Franklin College 
next weekend.
“Hold that line!”
EnginEEr ScorEboard
Women’s Soccer
3 - 9 - 0 (0 - 2 - 0 HCAC)
Football
2 - 2 (1 - 1 HCAC)
Oct 2
  Mt. St. Joseph
  Rose-Hulman
0
5
Men’s Soccer
5 - 5 - 2 (2 - 0 - 0 HCAC)
Volleyball
14 - 5 (2 - 1 HCAC)
Oct 2
  Mt. St. Joseph
  Rose-Hulman
4
1
Oct 2
  Manchester Col.
  Rose-Hulman
7
10
Oct 6
  St. Mary-Woods
  Rose-Hulman
0
3
Oct 2
  Transylvania Univ.
  Rose-Hulman
9
15
16
25
20
25
26
24
25
23
Oct 5
  Manchester College
  Rose-Hulman
19
25
18
25
19
25
26
24
Sophomore Kyle Kovach  rushed for 95 
yards one touchdown.
Rose-Hulman
SportS briEfS
By Kurtis Zimmerman
Europeans re-
claim Ryder Cup
The Ryder Cup that wrapped up this 
past Monday came down to the final 
singles match between Irish pro-
fessional golfer Graham McDowell 
and Hunter Mahan, his American 
opponent.  The Americans had ral-
lied from a 3-point deficit to cause 
a tie that came down to the twelfth 
singles match.  Among the Ameri-
can winners were Phil Mickelson 
and Tiger Woods; each claimed a 
victory to boost the American score. 
Unfortunately, Mahan gave up the 
sixteenth and seventeenth holes due 
to a flubbed chip shot and following 
drive, and U.S. Open winner Mc-
Dowell nailed a tough birdie shot to 
render his last putt unnecessary.  Af-
ter several unanticipated rain delays, 
the final score came out to 14 ½ - 13 
½ with Europe clinching victory and 
reclaiming the Ryder Cup after losing 
to the American team in 2008.  The 
Americans will have a shot to take 
back the Ryder Cup when the compe-
tition takes place in Chicago in 2012.
MLB Playoffs 
underway
The MLB Playoffs kicked off earlier 
this week as the eight teams vying for 
a national championship began play. 
The Tampa Bay Rays claimed home-
field advantage in the AL Division 
Series in which they take on the Tex-
as Rangers in a matchup of no more 
than five games.  Similarly, the Min-
nesota Twins will face the New York 
Yankees at home for the majority of 
their series in their ALDS faceoff.  In 
the NL Division Series, the Philadel-
phia Phillies and the San Francisco 
Giants won home-field advantage 
against the Cincinnati Reds and the 
Atlanta Braves, respectively.  The Gi-
ants and the Braves received an ex-
tra day of rest before beginning post-
season play, but as of Thursday each 
pair has played at least one game and 
will wrap up the series no later than 
the middle of next week.  The AL and 
NL Championship Series will begin 
next weekend and the World Series 
will kick off at the end of October.
No football in 
2011
Fans may have to face a year with-
out football in 2011 according to 
NFL Players Association executive 
director DeMaurice Smith.  A re-
cent Sports Business Journal re-
port claimed that the NFL is already 
making provisions in the event of a 
lockout, and on Monday the Green 
Bay Packers became the latest team 
to give the union approval to de-
certify in such a situation.  Packers 
quarterback Aaron Rodgers joined 
Smith at a fan luncheon a few blocks 
from Lambeau Field earlier this 
week to ask for support from the 
fans during this time of legal am-
biguity.  No word was made as to 
whether the union or individuals 
are looking at lawsuits, or whether 
they are using legal threats to ac-
celerate negotiations.  NFL officials 
also had nothing to say in response 
to the allegation of a football-free 
2011, but as more reports surface, 
the likelihood of a lockout is greater.
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Wacky prof quotes
“If we ignore people they 
get unhappy. But if we 
ignore variables, they 
don’t care. Maybe the 
computer gets sad.” 
 — Dr. Wollowski.  See 
that tiny sad face icon 
in the tray?  That’s 
your fault.  You’re a 
horrible person.
“Uncle Keith’s just too 
gosh dang nice. That’s 
is, if you come to class. 
If you don’t, Uncle 
Keith’s gonna get ya.”
 —Dr. Hoover.  Is this 
cool Uncle Keith or 
creepy Uncle Keith?  It 
makes a difference.
“I’m an equal opportu-
nity insulter.”
 —Dr. Grigg, defeating 
prejudice one insult at 
a time.
 “What should you have 
gotten here? 60. Good. 
That’s done under the 
assumption that nine 
is not prime.”
 — Dr. Boutell.  We 
have to make that as-
sumption now?  Next 
thing you know my 
math will have letters 
in it.
“Brontosaurus is not only 
the common name, it’s 
a vastly better name 
than apatosaurus.”
 —Dr. Brandt.  Now 
if we can just get the 
scientists to see it that 
way...
Rose Profs say crazy 
things. E-mail them 
to the Flipside at 
thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu
Rose Men of Genius
Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman Noël Spurgeon • humor editor
Today, we salute you, Mr. Itty-Bitty Speedo Wearer.  The second the first whispers of spring 
fill the air, you emerge from your winter slumber, like the majestic grizzly lumbering into the 
daylight for the first time in months.  You bravely gird your loins with a layer of shining span-
dex, knowing that neither sleet nor hail nor frost could keep you from your appointed duty.  
The sunlight gleaming off your blindingly white thighs is nearly as radiant as your courage (or 
perhaps your insanity) as you march along in your mankini, for it is your divine duty to bless 
the eyes of passerby with your bodacious bod.  Who cares if the closest you’ve been to Europe 
is London, Kentucky; you celebrate the speedo with as much gusto as your brethren on the 
other side of the Atlantic.  Sure, you may still have a pair of those neon hibiscus-print shorts 
shoved in a drawer somewhere for chilling on the beach with your bros, but when it comes 
to picking up the groovy ladies on Spring Break, nothing beats the seventies standard of the 
speedo.  So here’s to you, oh swami of the scanty swimwear… for boldly going where few have 
gone before.
This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I say some things and you ignore them.  All unattributed content can be attributed to Noël Spurgeon, and all hate mail can be sent to Alex Mullans.  Okay Spring, I’ve had enough of this nonsense.  First you cozy up to me, then you just run off to 
greener pastures when things are going great.  You’re hot and you’re cold.  You’re yes and you’re no.  Is it something I said?  Did?  Insinuated?  Whatever it is, I want to make up.  I can’t stand you being so frigid anymore... if you don’t warm up to me soon, we’re through.  Done.
Top “10” Ten
Things I’ll do if I don’t get a job soon
Matt Melton • Head of the unemployment line
10. Quit laughing at all my non-engineering  friends that grad-
uated two years and still don’t have jobs.
9. Remember that Rose Brewery we’ve been talking about? It’s 
looking like a better idea every day…
8. Apply to be a professor at Purdue.
7. Go to the Career Fair in something other than tennis shoes 
and shorts (The CS’s can do it, why can’t the rest of us?)
6. Join the Peace Corps until the economy gets better. They 
could use another engineer for two years… or would it be five… 
actually, as long as there’s a beach, I don’t care.
5. Find a sugar momma… I think I went to the wrong school 
for that…
4. Transfer somewhere else for a doctorate, perhaps some-
where with a beach and more girls… [Editor’s note:  This place is 
called Dreamland.  They don’t have engineering there.]
3. I hear Pete’s retiring soon and the other associate deans are 
moving up… I’ll be the next Erik Hayes!
2. Write a sequel to “What Do You Do With a B.A. in English” 
called “What do you do an M.S. in Engineering Management and 
No Experience?”
1. Become the first Rose-Hulman Doctoral Student! You know 
there are some profs who would love to teach 600 level courses!
Stephen Mayhew • Efficiency at the price of galoshes
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